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Assessing Resilience 
 Prior to the early to mid 1980s, bleaching tended 
to be rare and localized, and corals generally 
recovered. 
 

There were minor global-scale events in 1987 and 
1990. 
 

¢ƘŜƴΣ ƛƴ мффуΧ 

60 countries 
 
Up to 70% mortality 
 
Corals affected as 
deep as 50 m 
 
мс҈ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ 
corals died 



CNMI Bleaching History  

Large bleaching event in 2000 

Å~ 60-70% mortality 

Smaller bleaching event in 2005 

ÅCoincided with large 

Acanthaster planci outbreak 

2009 ï 2011: NOAA Coral Reef 

Watch forecasted severe bleaching 

ÅNo bleaching thanks to 

increased rain/cloud cover 

 



2013 bleaching leads to 100% loss in several Saipan Lagoon staghorn beds 



Pagan 

Anatahan 

Uracas 

Maug 

Asuncion 

Saipan 

Tinian 

Rota 

Guam 

Guguan 

Sarigan 

June2014 


